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Secondary Vocational Education:
The Basic Approach to Common Prosperity Between Urban and Rural Areas
——An Empirical Study Based on Provincial Panel Data

An Xuehui & Yuan Jing

Abstract: Secondary vocational education remains one of the basic paths to achieve common prosperity between
urban and rural areas. Based on provincial-level panel data, this study analyzes the effects of secondary vocational
education development and quality inputs on the urban-rural residents' income gap, and compares the heterogeneities of
the effects in different regions and on different scales of development. The findings show the following: An increase in the
proportion of secondary vocational education enroliment and the proportion of students in secondary vocational schoals,
plus an increase in quality inputs have a positive effect on the reduction of the gap between urban and rural residents'
disposable income, and there are heterogeneities among regions in the impact of the development of secondary vocational
education; and on different scales of the development of secondary vocational education, there is heterogeneity in the
impact of resource inputs on the reduction of the income gap. In the new era, on the road to common prosperity between
urban and rural areas, secondary vocational education can still do a lot, and can continue to be used as a path to improve
the quality of employees. According to the developments of regional economic development and the characteristics of
industrial structures, each region needs to focus on developing secondary vocational education according to local
conditions. We are supposed to strive to improve the integrated training model of vocational education, promote the
coordinated development of vocational education and general education, and improve the quality and attraction of
vocational education.
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threshold effect
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