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How do Higher Vocational College students learn: A Behavioral Analysis Based on Classroom Observations
MA Xinyue & SHI Weiping
(Jiangsu University of Technology, School of Yanpei, Changzhou, 213001; Institute of Vocational Education and
Adult Education, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062)

Abstract: Students' leaming performance in class is an important basis for teaching reform and implementation, while the
current research on teaching reform in vocational education mostly focuses on teachers' teaching and lacks understanding of
students' learning. Through the observation of three-year higher vocational colleges' integration classrooms of theory and practice in
three different majors, it is found that the leaming process of higher vocational college students is spiraling in six stages, the
process is cyclical and progressive, the stages are stacked in layers, and students present various characteristics in leaming stages
and learming behaviors. At the same time, it is found that the current higher vocational college students are proficient in basic
operation skills, but lack of effective connection between theory and practice, cognitive processing depends on practical support,
and the level of learning activities needs to be deepened, the level of problem-solving ability is still shallow, lack of problem
discovery awareness, and the effectiveness of teacher-student interaction is not high, and the role of two-way interaction needs to
be strengthened. Therefore, in the teaching activities of higher vocational education, it is necessary to strengthen the connection and
transformation between theory and practice, build leaming activities that integrate knowledge and practice, follow the cognitive
characteristics of students, scientifically optimize the structure of leaming activities, deconstruct and improve leaming tasks,
enhance students' problem-solving ability and pay attention to the inter-subjectivity of teachers and students, so as to give full play
to the role of teacher-student interaction and strengthen support for practical activities and deepen the process of integration
between industry and education.

Keywords: higher vocational education students, learing behavior, classroom observations
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