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The Institutional Dilemma and Optimization Strategy of Enterprises Running Vocational Education
from the Perspective of Symbiosis Theory
MA Tingqi & LIANG Jialu
(College of Education, Tianjin University, Tianjin 300350)

Abstract: Compared with participating in vocational education, running vocational education is the deepest and most effective
school-enterprise  symbiosis model. Vocational education has the specificity of cultivating talents across borders, and the
requirements for talent cultivation should be deeply integrated in the production and teaching process. Therefore, the symbiosis
theory has strong explanatory power and appropriateness for the system of vocational education run by enterprises. However, in
practical terms, the number of vocational schools run by enterprises is still far less than that by the govemment, and the integration
of industry and education has not reached an ideal state. This is attributed to relative lagging behind of the supply of legal person
system, property rights system, and funding guarantee system of vocational schools, which fails to reasonably share the cost and
guarantee the benefits of running a school. To promote the transformation of enterprises into organizers of vocational education and
the realization of the integrated and symmetric reciprocal symbiosis model between schools and enterprises, the key is to reconstruct
the legal person system with the principle of equality, improve property rights system with the principle of symmetry as well as
refine the funding guarantee system with the principle of operability, which are essential to cracking the current institutional
dilemma for enterprises running vocational education.

Keywords: vocational education, enterprise school-running, symbiotic mode, school running cost and benefits
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